American Studies
Fournier and Soliday
Individual Project
Historical Monologue
Directions:
You will prepare a historical monologue and present this to the class. The monologue will need to reflect either a historical person, or historical event. Creativity is encouraged, but historical and literary themes are required. 
Requirements:
Introduction: 
1. Identify the persona: Tell us who you are and the historical context of your monologue.
1. Context: The historical context must be addressed in the monologue or in an introduction prior to the monologue. The context should tell us the historical background, events surrounding the monologue. Events leading up to the monologue, and, or the setting of the monologue… examples: A soldier walking the battlefield of the Little Bighorn the day after the battle looking for friends, or an immigrant mother trying to feed her family in a New York tenement, or Theodore Roosevelt reflecting on his career as president. 
Monologue: 
1. The Monologue must present references to actual historical events, persons, and or historical issues. Aim for 3 to 5 minutes delivered to the class. You will also turn in a written monologue. 
1. Background setting…on the overhead and screen behind you, you will have a picture, painting that represents the setting. Utilize the photography of the period. 
1. Creativity: you are encouraged to be as creative as the historical events allow… you can’t make false historical claims or references. Making false historical claims will reduce your points. You can, however, invent settings, situations, and characters that could/would be historically probable. 
1. Historical Details: your monologue should include at least five actual historical details, but more would be better. Examples: referencing the tenant housing, referencing the difficult crossing of the Atlantic in steerage, referencing ethnic background (Sicily), referencing working conditions at the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory, referencing local political machine. The details will make your monologue historically accurate and authentic. You monologue must explicitly connect the person to significant historical themes or events: Movement west, Indian conflicts, 19th Century immigration, Progressive movement, Industrial Revolution, construction of the railroad. 
VOTEsheet: 
The VOTEsheet is a starting point for analyzing any role.  Using your imagination and creativity, please answer the following questions about your historical character from your monologue.   As you review and read over your monologue with these questions in mind, please answer as the character would:
1. Basic historical information about the character
Name:
Sex:
Age:
Marital Status and history:
Educational level:
Economic/social status:
1. Victory: What do I really want? When do I want it? In a historically context, what do I want? (Please use action verbs )
1. Other/obstacle: FA review of rom whom in the monologue do I want it? Who in the monologue can help me? Who in the monologue can hurt me? What are my deepest fears?
1. Tactics: How can I get it? How (and whom) can I threaten? How (and whom) can I induce?
1. Expectation: Why do I expect to get it? Why does it excite me? What will I do when I get it? 
You need to answer vividly, all the while maintaining the integrity and realism of your character within the historical context.

Reflection: 
1. A paragraph or two explaining what you learned, difficulties you encountered, how you overcame them? What inspired you? How could you make this into a longer work? How do you feel you did? What historical details did you incorporate into the monologue? 
1. Resources/bibliography: You will need a bibliography of at least three resources. One should include the background picture you selected. MLA style. 
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