Personal Statement Essay
a.k.a. THE MOST IMPORTANT PIECE OF WRITING YOU WILL EVER DO IN HIGH SCHOOL

The topic will require CAREFUL planning on your part.  Please refer to the materials  regarding personal essays (tips and hints) and use the website as needed as you plan and write your personal statement.

THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND:
1. The topic may appear to be easy, but that can be deceiving.  You MUST spend adequate time writing an essay that distinguishes you from thousands of other applicants who wrote a response to the same prompt.  A common problem for these types of essays is that students end up writing a narrative account of what they already addressed in the application.  Remember your AUDIENCE—a college admission’s counselor and your PURPOSE—to be accepted.
2. In an essay of this length (500 words is SHORT!) your introductory and concluding paragraphs should be brief and to the point.  You must have a STRONG HOOK!  Your supporting paragraphs should be clear, concise and contain numerous specific details.  Strive for word ECOMOMY, and make certain that each word contributes to the message you wish to deliver.

REQUIREMENTS:

· Personal statements are to be no more than 500 words (use your “tools” on word to do a word count.

· Pay careful attention to the annoying details.  Remember that this is your chance to make a good impression in every way.

· To get this item SIGNED-OFF in your portfolio, you must have passed MRs. Koth’s scrutinizing essay editing and revising.  Note:  This is a work in progress and you may submit 3 or 5 or 10 drafts before you have an approved personal statement worthy of being sent to a university.

Brainstorming for Personal Statements

You have a public (external) and private (internal) self.  As you write your personal statement, your job will be to give a well-rounded presentation of who you are.  In other words, ideally the public and private self should show through.  For this assignment, you are going to do some writing about both your external and internal self.  ON the left side of the paper, list all the qualities that you let everyone see (your “public” self).  On the right side, list the qualities you tend to keep to yourself (your “private” self), or that you show only to those people who know you really well (close friends, family).
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